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A Word to the Wise
By Rob Sullivan

As I write this article, the federal debt of the United States sits just
below $20 trillion1. By the time this issue of Stewardship Matters
reaches you, we will probably have crossed the $20 trillion mark.
To say that the nation is drunk with
debt would be an understatement.
Congressmen from both parties have
refused to make tough decisions that
defer spending and instead have chosen
political expediency. Not only is our
society kicking the proverbial can down
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the road, but we are leaving it to our
children and to their children to clean up
this mess.
It would be bad enough if it was just
our government that was given over to
such a lack of foresight. However, our
collective personal spending habits are
nearly just as bad. Consumer debt levels
in the United States are approaching $18.5
trillion2. This figure includes outstanding
mortgages, student loans, credit card
spending, auto loans and other forms of
consumer-driven borrowing.
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The Scripture is clear that “the borrower
is servant to the lender” (Proverbs 22:7).
And while it is not considered a sin to
borrow, God’s Word certainly advises
against it: “Owe no one anything”
(Romans 13:8).

by Jesse & Ella Gentile

Additionally, debt levels have an
impact on the generosity of a nation.
________________

Emmaus Bible College

1 http://www.nationaldebtclocks.org/debtclock/unitedstates
($19.86 trillion on May 2, 2017)
2 http://www.usdebtclock.org ($18.29 trillion on May 2,
2017)
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There are many who would have you
believe that big government programs
represent the ideals of a giving people.
The reverse is actually true. Big
government by definition means that
people are demanding more and more
from others and expecting taxpayers to
foot the bill. The level of a country’s debt
largely reflects the values of a people who
are becoming less and less generous over
time.
From a practical standpoint, if more and
more of your income is going to pay down
federal and consumer debt obligations,
you have less to save and less with which
to be generous. Let me encourage you
to get out of debt and to start saving for
tomorrow. King Solomon echoed this plea
by advising us to plan for the future:

Continued on page 2
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If you are looking for guidance in
managing your wealth for tomorrow
(Proverbs 15:22), Believers Stewardship
Services can be of assistance. Although
we don’t offer debt counseling, BSS does
offer an investment advisory service
to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Additionally, if you are looking for
assistance in how to creatively support the
Lord’s work of your choice, we can help
with that as well.
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Proverbs 21:5 – “The plans of the
diligent lead surely to plenty, but those of
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Alex Solanki has recently joined our staff
assuming the role of Financial Analyst.
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In 1999, Alex graduated from Harvard
University with a bachelor’s degree
in Economics. She then worked for a
financial institution in Washington, D.C.,
that specialized in foreign exchange.
S T E WA R D S H I P M AT T E R S N E W S L E T T E R
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Regardless of the numbers, it is important
for each local fellowship of believers to
have an asset dissolution plan. There is
a risk that without such a plan, the assets
of a local fellowship could fall under
the control of other groups. A number
of assembly and assembly-related works
have had their assets assumed by other
organizations simply because proper
steps were not taken ahead of time.
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Disposal of Real Assets – When
a non-profit organization dissolves,
the assets or proceeds from their sale
must be given to another non-profit.
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In light of this, have you reviewed the
assembly’s bylaws to ensure they address
these issues if the assembly were to
close?
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Disposal of Financial Assets –
Banking and investment accounts
must also be donated to another nonprofit organization.
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“Set-Aside” Account – Some funds
should be set-aside for a limited
period of time to handle unforeseen
bills.
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Alex joined BSS in January of 2017
with a background in financial analysis
and experience in financial markets and
community banking. She is happy to use
her skills and experience to serve the
Lord in strengthening the work in the
assemblies. With Alex’s addition to the
staff, BSS is now able to provide even
more effective service through its wealth
management department.
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While it is hard to get an accurate reading,
as many as 3 assembly fellowships may
close their doors across the United States
and Canada annually. At least that many
new assembly works open their doors for
the first time annually as well.
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While living in the D.C. area, Alex
fellowshipped at New Hampshire Avenue
Gospel Chapel where she met and married
Neal Solanki. In 2004, Neal and Alex
moved back to Milwaukee. Neal and Alex
have two school-aged children who bring
them much joy. Alex is happy to be back
in fellowship at the assembly where she
grew up. She is actively involved in the
chapel and particularly enjoys working
with the youth.
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Alex was born and raised in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, where her family attended
Wauwatosa Bible Chapel. She was taught
by her parents and at Sunday School
about the Bible and the Lord Jesus. At a
young age, Alex realized she was a sinner
in need of a Savior and she put her faith in
the Lord Jesus.
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Alex returned to school at Johns Hopkins
School of Advanced International Studies
(SAIS) where she graduated in 2004 with
a master’s degree in International Studies
concentrating in International Finance.
In 2007, Alex successfully became a
charterholder of the Chartered Financial
Analyst Institute.
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everyone who is hasty, surely to poverty.”

Proverbs 6:6-8 – “Go to the ant, you
sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise,
which having no captain, overseer or
ruler, provides her supplies in the summer,
and gathers her food in the harvest.”
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Proverbs 21:20 – “There is desirable
treasure, and oil in the dwelling of the
wise, but a foolish man squanders it.”

“Without counsel, pla
they are established.
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Care of the Assembly’s Commended
Workers – Consideration should be
given for their ongoing support, once
the fellowship ceases to meet.
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As BSS has experience helping
assemblies in this regard, please contact
us if you need assistance.
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ans go awry, but in the multitude of counselors
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Two are Better than One

J

ust days before our December
wedding, I (Ella) sat on my bedroom
floor tying dozens of pairs of candy
canes together with red ribbon and a
white scrap of paper with a verse on it to
be used as favors at each place setting.
The verse read, “Two are better than one,
because they have a good return for their
labor” (Ecc. 4:9). I was marrying the love
of my life, Jesse Gentile, and truly
felt that we were joining our efforts
for the Lord. We each had ambitions
and ideas of work we wanted to do
to serve the Lord and His beloved
Church. Fourteen years later we often
recount to our children all that the
Lord has done and is doing – taking
two people and using them as one.

By Jesse & Ella Gentile

given to missionaries sowing and reaping
the harvest overseas. We have provided
for the production and distribution of
print and audio materials, including those
needed for prison ministries. We have
honored our elders by giving to retirement
homes. We have pursued wisdom and
supported schools. We have sought
justice and done mercifully by supporting

Similarly, we, at BSS, would like to
take this opportunity to tell you all
that the Lord is doing through you.
He has taken your individual efforts
and joined them with others and with
BSS to good reward. Thanks to your
faithfulness and generosity through
charitable gifting, most often through
donor advised funds, we have been able
to minister to various assembly works and
Christian efforts throughout the world. If
you are not familiar, donor advised funds
(DAFs) are charitable units set up by
you and managed by us with funds being
distributed to charitable organizations, with
your advice or suggestion. Two (you and
us) become one effort.

those organizations that fight against
such social evils as abortion, abuse, and
poverty. What was the good reward to the
ministries supported? Financially, over
$3.8 million charitably given to the Lord’s
work! And of that, over 94% of all gifting
was to local assemblies and assemblyrelated ministries, workers, projects, and
programs. Spiritually, only the all-knowing
One knows!

In our last fiscal year (2015-2016),
working together as one, we have
supported camps and other outreach
programs that evangelize and encourage
our children. We have supported the
evidence rich science and archeology
programs. We have given to local
churches, assemblies, and fellowships.
We have provided for national workers as
they minister in the United States. We have

If hearing about all this gets you excited
to join the work, we have good news for
you! As the writer of Ecclesiastes states, “a
threefold cord is not quickly broken” (Ecc.
4:12): we have room for you! At its heart,
the cord idea points out how relationships
(i.e. marriage, friendships) offer security
through partnership and productivity
through cooperation. Two possibilities
for application emerge when we turn and
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apply these ideas to the BSS context.
Firstly, the “cord” could represent the
Lord’s work in general. Assembly
ministries strive to carry out the Lord’s
work on their own (i.e. single-fold
cord). When you work with BSS, your
partnership represents the thickening of
that cord and thus the strengthening of
that ministry. By extension, the work
of the ministry is not easily broken
because of the involvement of others
in it. This is not a secular (i.e. we can
do this without God by teaming up)
perspective on ministry – this just
is the Lord’s plan for cooperation in
ministry.
Alternatively, the “cord” could
represent your own legacy. If people
invest their assets only in their family,
they do leave a legacy, but a rather
thin one (i.e. the single-fold cord
again). By contrast, once people invest
in the Lord’s work through BSS,
their legacy (i.e. the cord) thickens.
The more individuals invest in the
Lord’s work with their resources, the
thicker that cord (i.e. legacy) grows and
is thus not easily broken. Just to make the
point obvious, when people invest their
resources (at the end of life) solely in their
family, the potential for spiritual return
mostly disappears. By contrast, when one
invests in ministry (i.e. a camp building
project), the legacy rolls on down through
the years and is by no means easily broken.
Rather than doing investment and financial
planning with only your family or local
community in mind, join those who have a
good return for their labor. To learn more
about opening your own Donor Advised
Fund and what estate planning and tax
benefits your family can also reap from
this readily available IRS-approved tool,
please contact us.
SPRING, 2017
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“Over $3.8 million
given
to the Lord’s work!”

Our Mission

Believers Stewardship Services is a
ministry designed to glorify God by
assisting Christians to accomplish
their financial and estate planning
goals in fulfilling biblical
stewardship and by supporting local
New Testament patterned churches
and associated ministries with
financial and governance related
matters.

Visit our website at
www.bssmatters.org

stewardship

t wardship

giving

ing

2250 CHANEY ROAD
DUBUQUE, IA 52001

Return Service Requested

planning

t wardship

giving

planning

What does Emmaus Bible College offer
young people today?
Today’s college programs at Emmaus
are designed to prepare students to serve
the Lord in their local church, ministry,
community, and professional career. All
of its programs include intensive study
of the Bible as the foundation, with
the option to focus on another major
at the same time. Other majors include
Ministry Studies such as Counseling
Psychology, Intercultural Studies, Youth
Ministries, or Camp Ministries; and
Professional Studies, such as Elementary
or Secondary Teacher Education, Nursing,
Business Administration, and Computer
Information Systems. Visit www.emmaus.
edu/academics to view all of Emmaus’
programs.
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How can I help support Emmaus?
Please pray for Emmaus as it seeks to
accomplish its mission of educating and
equipping learners to impact the world
for Christ. Emmaus wishes to increase
its student body to over 300 residential
students. You can help by supporting
its efforts to increase financial aid for
prospective students. To support the
college financially, please visit www.
emmaus.edu/partner.
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In addition to its on-campus classes,
Emmaus holds two annual conferences:
the Iron Sharpens Iron church leadership
conference in the spring and the Women
in the Word conference in the fall. The
Emmaus Podcast and the Emmaus
Journey provide continual biblical
content to alumni and friends.
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Ministry Spotlight: Emmaus Bible College

mmaus Bible College is an
institution of higher learning
that seeks to glorify God by
educating and equipping learners to
impact the world for Christ through
faithful and effective service in
their ministries, professions, and
communities.
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What services does Emmaus Bible
College offer to the church?
Emmaus desires to train men and women
to serve in their churches through
classes, publications, and conferences.
SPRING, 2017

